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T1
People get satisfaction for being able to create/craft things because 
they can see themselves in the objects they make. This is not possible 
in purchased producs.

T2
The things that people have made themselves have magic powers.
They have hidden meanings that other people can’t see.
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T3
The things people make they usually want to keep and update. 
Crafting is not against consumption. It is against throwing things 
away.

T4
People seek recognition for the things they have made. Primarily it 
comes from their friends and family. This manifests as an economy 
of gifts.
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T5
People who believe they are producing genuinely cool things seek 
broader exposure for their products. This creates opportunities for 
alternative publishing channels.

T6
Work inspires work. Seeing what other people have made generates 

new ideas and designs.
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T7
Essential for crafting are tools, which are accessible, portable, and 
easy to learn.

T8
Materials become important. Knowledge of what they are made of 

and where to get them becomes essential.

T9 
Recipes become important. The ability to create and distribute 
interesting recipes becomes valuable.
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T10
Learning techniques brings people together. This creates online and 
offline communities of practice. 

T11 
Craft-oriented people seek opportunities to discover interesting 
things and meet their makers. This creates marketplaces.

T12 
At the bottom, crafting is a form of play.
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About the Author

Ulla-Maaria Mutanen works in the Education Department of the University of Helsinki in Finland. 
There she studies new forms of design and product development work. She is especially interested in 
recommendation-based markets for art, design and craft. Thinglink.org is her newest endeavor, an 
open database where makers can register free product codes, “thinglinks”, for their work. Creator of 
the HobbyPringcess blog, she developed a Crafter’s Manifesto that could just as easily be read as a 
call for makers to unite. 
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Click here to pass along a copy of this manifesto to others.  
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Subscribe 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

You are given the unlimited right to print this manifesto and to distribute it electronically (via email, 
your website, or any other means). You can print out pages and put them in your favorite coffee shop’s 
windows or your doctor’s waiting room. You can transcribe the author’s words onto the sidewalk, or 
you can hand out copies to everyone you meet. You may not alter this manifesto in any way, though, 
and you may not charge for it.

Navigation & User Tips 	

Move around this manifesto by using your keyboard arrow keys or click on the right arrow ( f ) for 
the next page and the left arrow ( h ). To send this by email, just click on  . 

Having problems saving to disk? 	

First, make sure you have the latest version of Acrobat Reader 6 which you can download from  
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html. If problems persist, it may be due to your 
Acrobat Reader settings. To correct the problem (for Windows), a reader, J. Hansen, suggests going 
to your Acrobat Reader Preferences > Options > Web browser Options. Check the “Display PDF in 
Browser” option. Then click on Save to Disk   .
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Born on date

This document was created on 25 May 2005 and is based on the best information available at that 
time. To check for updates, please click here to visit http://changethis.com/23.Crafters

Copyright info

The copyright in this work belongs to the author, who is solely responsible for the content. Please  
direct content feedback or permissions questions to the author: ulla@aula.cc

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs License. 
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5 or send a 
letter to Creative Commons, 559 Nathan Abbott Way, Stanford, California 94305, USA.

Cover image from http://istockphoto.com 

ABOUT CHANGETHIS 

ChangeThis is a vehicle, not a publisher. We make it easy for big ideas to spread. While the authors  
we work with are responsible for their own work, they don’t necessarily agree with everything  
available in ChangeThis format. But you knew that already.

ChangeThis is supported by the love and tender care of 800-CEO-READ.  Visit us at main site 
www.800ceoread.com or at our daily blog blog.800ceoread.com.
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